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manner. He decided to temporize and avoid war as long as
it was possible. He again opened diplomatic negotiations
with Sahu. Baji Rao was in favour of immediate military
operations against Nizamul-Mulk but the restraining influ-
ence of the Pratinidhi served as a check against precipitate
action. Nizamul-MulL, in order to conciliate Sahu and con-
fuse the whole issue of Chauth and Sardeshmukkl, agreed to
grant him Jagirs near Baramati in the neighbourhood of
Poona which were originally given to Nimbalkar in recogni-
tion of his services. In return Sahu promised to relinquish
the right of levying contribution on Haiderabad, the new
capital of Nizamul-Mulk. The latter also promised ready
money-payment in lieu of these contributions.1 This arrange-
ment was against the system of indefinite claims of Baji Rao
who felt offended at the interference of Nizamul-Mulk in
the affairs of the Maratha Government. It further accen-
tuated the discord between Baji Rao and the Pratinidhi, the
latter being the chief negotiator of the agreement.

Meanwhile Nizamul-Mulk continued to be on close terms
with Sambhaji of Kolhapur, promising him to get Imperial
sanction for his titles.2 Chandrasen Jadav conducted the
negotiations between them in order to present a common
front against Baji Rao. Sambhaji joined Nizamul-Mulk in
September 1726, leaving his Government in the hands of his
mother. Rajas Bai. Baji Rao, on his part, endeavoured to
persuade Sahu that the agreement entered into with Nizamul-
Mulk was derogatory and harmful to the interests of the
Marathas. He explained to him the farreaching nature of the
designs of Nizamul-Mulk who revived their internal dissensions
to strengthen his own position. At length by the force of his
personality and the definiteness of his aim, Baji Rao succeeded,
as he had done before, in convincing his master of the desir-
ability of undertaking a campaign against Nizamul-Mulk at
the earliest possible moment as delay would further strengthen
the cause of the enemy. He had long regarded war with
Nizamul-Mulk as an inevitable issue for which it behoved
the Maratha State to be prepared. On the whole the policy
of adventure had, so far, been justified by its results. In spite

1 Hadiqatfl-'Alam, vol. II, p. 138; Grant Duff, I, p. 411.

2 Gulshan-i-'Ajaib.